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are being taught by the wrong people in the wrong way,
But if this be so, who is responsible ? The culprit
is the nation. ... It cannot be too urgently repre-
sented that the future of the children of the people,
so far as it is affected by education, depends upon
the number of men and women in the community
who can be found to insist upon a high educational
standard in their several localities. . , .

Until the people of this country [i.e. Great Britain]
come to view education as the most fruitful of all
benefits which age can confer upon youth, and not
as one of those troublesome ailments of childhood
which must be got through as quickly as possible,
it is vain to expect any great improvement in the
standard of our National Schools.

Mr. Fisher, analysing this criticism of
popular education a little in detail, says:

Education is apt to evoke in many minds the idea
of a little dull book-learning drilled into a reluctant
brain by a deadening machine. Such, indeed, it
once was, and so in some backward parts of the
country (alas! too many) it may still be; but if
we take our present elementary school at its best,
and consider the general conception of educational
policy which animates our present practice, the
description would be grotesquely unfair. We have
made great strides towards a better method and
a wider and more catholic view. Books, of course,
remain, as they always should, the principal fashioning
instrument of the mind; but they no longer stand
alone* The training of hand, eye, ear, and voice
supplement the older and central discipline of liter-